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MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY STEVEN STEFANKO AND JOSEPH SNIEZEK ON JUNE 18, 2015 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD
[1] At the commencement of this hearing event, the Parties advised that they had reached a comprehensive settlement with respect to the Regional Official Plan (“ROP”) approved by the MMAH on December 22, 2010 and the 26 appeals filed in relation thereto.
[2] The agreement reached comprises numerous modifications (“Modifications”) to the ROP which are specifically set out in Exhibit 1 filed in this proceeding (“Exhibit 1”) along with a list of 14 deferrals also set out in Exhibit 1. The MMAH, as approval authority for the ROP, also supports the Modifications, as evidenced by Exhibit 2 filed in this matter.
[3] In support of the agreement reached, Kevin Eby, the Director of Community Planning with the Region, provided expert land use planning evidence.

[4] Mr. Eby explained the nature of the Modifications and pointed out that they focused on five main groupings:

(a) Seven areas of land owned by various parties which are to be added to the Urban Area; 257.3 hectares are to be added now and an additional 197.7 hectares may be added in the future. 

(b) The creation of the Southwest Kitchener Policy Area and the removal of certain lands from the Regional Recharge Area because of the Urban Area expansions.

(c) The recasting of the Protected Countryside.
(d) Site specific appeals involving Northgate Land Corp., Alfred and Rita Cutajar and Willi and Lisa Kellner and The INCC Corp.

(e) Aggregate policies. In relation to these, Mr. Eby pointed out that agreement was achieved in relation to definitions, significant woodland policies, extraction within environmentally sensitive areas and policies concerning cumulative planning for aggregate operations. The policies with respect to the depth of extraction and restrictions for aggregate expansion have been deferred until the next municipal comprehensive review proposed for 2019.

[5]
In Mr. Eby’s opinion, the agreement reached is consistent with both the Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 and the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014, conforms to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and represents good planning. 

[6]
It should also be noted that, during this proceeding, The INCC Corp. and Wonderland Farms withdrew their appeals of the ROP and Big Springs Limited (“Big Springs”) withdrew the motion it recently brought.

[7]
Based on all of the foregoing therefore and the submissions of counsel, it is ordered that the Modifications are hereby approved, the ROP is amended accordingly and the ROP, as so amended, is also approved. 
[8]
Pursuant to s. 87 of the Ontario Municipal Board Act (“OMBA”), it is further ordered, on a contingent basis, that Big Springs be granted party status in the within proceeding only for the purpose of supporting the Modifications in their entirety and only if the Board’s decision herein approving the Modifications is challenged, either by way of an application under s. 43 of the OMBA and/or any other legal proceeding.
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