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[1] This is the first prehearing conference (“PHC”) into the appeals filed against the 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (“MMAH”) decision to approve Official Plan 

Amendment (“OPA”) No.199 to the City of Toronto (“City”) Official Plan (“OP”). MMAH is 

the approval authority for the City’s OP pursuant to s. 17(31) of the Planning Act (“Act”). 

[2] By way of brief background, in 2011 the City commenced its five year review of 

the OP as required pursuant to s. 26 of the Act. OPA No.199 represented one 

component of this review. OPA No.199 will have the effect of adding to or changing 

policies which relate to heritage conservation practices within the City consistent with 

provincial legislation dealing with heritage matters. 

[3] MMAH advised that 50 appeals were received within the 20-day appeal period. 

The majority of the appeals (47) are site specific. Three appellants filed City-wide 

appeals (Attachment 1). 

[4] The City provided a status update and advised that discussions have already 

started with the site specific appellants and they were optimistic that the majority of the 

site specific appeals would be settled. The City and the representatives for the three 

City-wide appeals requested that the Board schedule a hearing date of two weeks. 

Hearing dates for any remaining site-specific appeals would be dealt with only after the 

City-wide appeals have been disposed of. 

[5] Counsels for the City-wide appellants and the City requested a mediation 

assessment by the Board. 

[6] The Confederation of Residents and Ratepayer Association in Toronto 

(“CORRA”) requested party standing at these proceedings. CORRA is an incorporated 

entity. CORRA made oral and written submissions to City Council with respect to OPA 

199. CORRA also made written submissions to the MMAH. Eileen Denny, 

spokesperson for CORRA, wanted an opportunity to further study OPA No. 199 before 

determining its final position at these hearings. Ms. Denny advised that CORRA wanted 

to ensure that OPA No. 199’s policies properly reflected changes in provincial legislation 

in respect of heritage conservation matters. The Board granted CORRA party status at 

the hearing into the City-wide appeals. The Board expects CORRA to make its position 

clearly known at the next PHC. 
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[7] The Board set down the following dates and events: 

1. The next PHC will be held on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 commencing at 

10 a.m. The City will submit a draft Procedural Order to the Board’s 

caseworker at least five business days before the PHC. 

2. The hearing into the City-wide appeals has been set down for Monday, 

March 23, 2015 for two consecutive weeks commencing at 10 a.m. 

[8]    The Board will conduct a mediation assessment of the three City-wide appeals. 

The parties are encouraged to continue their ongoing discussions with the City on their 

individual appeals. 

[9] This panel of the Board will continue to case manage these matters but is not 

seized of the main hearing. 
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