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MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY SYLVIA SUTHERLAND ON AUGUST 24, 2015 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD
[1] This was a settlement hearing related to a site-specific appeal of the City of Hamilton’s (“City”) Strathcona Secondary Plan (“Secondary Plan”) by Moore Sovereign Consistory (“MSC”), also known as the Scottish Rite.

[2] Three Masonic organizations own the block bounded by King Street West, Queen Street South, George Street and Ray Street (“the Block”) in the City.  The Trustees of the MSC own the lands known municipally as 148, 152 and 154 George Street (“subject property”) 

[3] The City passed By-law No.13-281 (“ZBL”), being a By-law to adopt Official Plan Amendment 11 (“OPA 11”).   OPA 11 creates the Secondary Plan within which the subject property, designated Low Density Residential 3, is found.

[4] Pursuant to s. 17(24) of the Planning Act (“Act”) MSC appealed OPA 11, specifically the Low Density residential 3 designation and associated policies as they applied to the subject property. MSC’s concern with the designation of its property related to possible future development and functional flexibility of their lands as part of the Block. Following discussions between the Parties, a settlement of the appropriate designation and policies for the subject property was arrived at (Exhibit 1, Tab D). This settlement is intended to form Policy 6.6.15.10 of the Secondary Plan. It focuses on three planning issues: permitted uses, residential density and height.
[5] Benjamin Clare, gave expert land use planning opinion, both by affidavit (Exhibit 1) and orally in response to questions from Counsel for the City. Having carefully reviewed the Settlement, as outlined in his Affidavit, it was Mr. Clare’s uncontested expert opinion that the Settlement has regard for the relevant matters of provincial interest in 
s. 2 of the Act, is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement 2014, conforms to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and the Urban Hamilton Official Plan. He recommended approval of the Settlement.

ORDER
 

[6] The Board orders that the appeal is allowed and OPA 11 for the City of Hamilton is amended as set out in Attachment 1 to this Order, and as amended is approved.
“Sylvia Sutherland”

SYLVIA SUTHERLAND
 MEMBER 
If there is an attachment referred to in this document,

please visit www.elto.gov.on.ca to view the attachment in PDF format.
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