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MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY J.V. ZUIDEMA
ON APRIL 19, 2017 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD
INTRODUCTION
[1] A first Pre-Hearing Conference (“PHC”) was held for file PL161164 and a follow-up PHC for file PL160641.  It should be noted that PL161164, which is the Board file associated with an appeal of an Official Plan Amendment (“OPA”) for the County of Brant (“County”) Official Plan, is connected with files PL161165, an appeal of a non-decision of a Zoning By-Law Amendment (“ZBA”) and PL161166, an appeal of a Plan of Subdivision.  All of these four files are now consolidated.  A request for consolidation was made and there was no objection raised and the Board determines that given the subject matter, it is an efficient use of public resources to hold one hearing in connection with these matters.

[2] Following my disposition arising from the first PHC for file PL160641, I was advised of 2 required corrections:
a. Lasani Homes should have read Losani Homes, so that typographical error will be corrected on a go-forward basis; and
b. The mapping contained in the County’s Motion which had been previously filed with the Board and marked as an exhibit, contained some errors and as such, the County and the Appellant, Empire Communities (St. George) Ltd. (“Empire”) provided a corrected version which is now appended to this decision for ease of reference.  Therefore my earlier decision referenced “Exhibit K” in paragraph 13(a), that Exhibit K contained within it, “Exhibit L” which unfortunately contained a portion of erroneous mapping.  Attached to this decision is a revised Exhibit L which would replace the materials as that contained in Exhibit K.

[3] With respect to the entities identified at the first PHC for PL161164 et al., the following were granted party status:

a. Parkland Fuel Corporation as represented by Mr. Marc Kemerer;

b. Riverview Highlands (St. George) Holdings Ltd. as represented by Mr. James Hitchon; and

c. Brant Star Developments Ltd. also represented by Mr. Hitchon.

[4] The following individuals sought and were granted Participant status:

a. Mr. Martyn Ridley;

b. Ms. Hilary Scholtens; and

c. Ms. Ingrid Biersteker.

[5] The Board reviewed the distinctions between parties and participants.  These Participants understood that should they wish to withdraw from the proceedings entirely, they would be required to send a letter or email to the Board’s Caseworker, Ms. Leesa Kwong and to the parties through their lawyers, indicating that they no longer wish to be participants.  That correspondence should be provided as soon as possible so to minimize costs for the parties.

[6] Should the Participants wish to elevate their status to that of Party, they are required to bring a Motion pursuant to the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure which is found on the Board’s website.

[7] By way of some background in relation to the OPA, ZBA and Plan of Subdivision appeals launched by Empire, the property in question is located along the north side of Highway 5, West of Scott Street in the County and is described as part of Lots 8 and 9, Concession 3.

[8] Empire filed its applications sometime around February 13, 2008.  Empire’s proposed development will consist of approximately 900 residential units in a variety of housing forms, including detached dwelling units, townhomes and three mixed use blocks which may add a further 400 residential units.  Because a number of years have passed, Empire launched the appeals given that the municipality did not make a decision within the statutory time frame.

[9] The reader is also directed to my earlier disposition arising from the first PHC on PL161164 to gleen background information associated with the County’s comprehensive zoning by-law review and process.

[10] The Board scheduled the following dates for these consolidated matters to be held at:

Municipal Building (Brant)

7 Broadway Street West, 
Paris  ON N3L 2R2
a. Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. for another PHC; and

b. A two-week hearing commencing Monday, April 9, 2018 at 10:30 a.m.
[11] I will conduct the next PHC and will continue to case manage.  I am not necessarily seized of the hearing.  There will be no further notice.

“J. V. Zuidema”

J.V. ZUIDEMA
VICE-CHAIR
If there is an attachment referred to in this document,

please visit www.elto.gov.on.ca to view the attachment in PDF format.
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